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Parker Hall, "The Lone Skipper"
Manley H. Grant has a by-lined story in the Sept. 10. \974 issue of

the Maine Sondaj Telegram titled THE LONE SKIPPER. Grant's

fascinating narrative begins:

"Would an old sen captain with plenty of savvv eat a whole pie.

paper plate and all? According to some members of the Kebekaii

Lodge nt Stockton Springs,Me.. Captain Pother Hall accomplished

ilint amazing Feal before their very eyes.

"Many stories have been

written about Capt. Parker J.

Hall, tile colorful character known

along the New England coast as

"The [.one Skipper." He was born

on (he south shore of Massa

chusetts. Although he was not a

down-easier by birth, be spem

most of his later years on the

Maine coast. When he wasn't

sailing, he lived in a little house

near the beach at Sandy Point."

The final paragraphs of Grant's

story rekindled memories of

Captain Hall, whom we profiled

in a Boston Sunday Post article in

1948:

"Old-time acquaintances along

Penobscot Bay thought the old

sea dog was about to 'swallow (he

anchor' when he took off for his

native...Massachusetts, but they

were fooWi again. Insiead of

retiring. Ik* bought the beautiful

little schooner Alice S. Went-

worth frofn Capt. Zeb Tilton at

Vineyard Haven. According to

newspaper accounts of the day.

Capt. H.ill put into Boston where

an ami-submarine patrol was

being maintained. Parkei went

booming up the channel in the

Went worth with a magnificent

disregard for the frantic signals

coming from the patrol vessels of

the Navy and Coast Guard. He

hove to only when he reached an

anchorage thol suited him

"Apparently the capiain rea

lized that he was slowly 'running

out Off steam.' because he called

on Capt. Freeman Ciosson to help

sail the Wentworth to Maine. Not

long afterward, he returned to

Massachusetts, and we never saw

him again."

Among those who did see

Parker Hall again were Winsor

White. John Cutler. Laurel

Freeman.

We remember the summer

afternoon in 19JS when Winson

White brought a craggy stranger

10 our house. That day Winsor

had found Hal] sitting on a fence

near the Cable House ar the

corner oE Washington and St.

George streets, and he invited

ll.ill to stay with him at his home

on Cove St. until the retired sea

captain found a room on Bay Rd.

Hall died a few weeks later, soon

after visiting cemetery super

intendent Laurel Freeman to pick

out his final resting place in

Mayflower Cemetery.

A few days before his death.

Hail had gone to Assinippi to

ouler a tombstone from F. M.

Barnicoat, Etched with a ship, the

stone reads:

Parker Jones Hall

Maslei Mariner

June 16,1862

Aug. 25, 1948

Owner and Master of

16 iitlier Schooners

Knowing the end was near.

Parker Hall wanted to return to

his home port. When he died in

Uoeklaiid at the age of 86, his

official residence was 18 Bealc

Place, Sciliiate. where from time

to time he had lived with his

brother Samuel.

According to a prevalent

account. Hall had been in the

Sailor's Hume on Long Island just

before coming to Duxbury for the

last time.

Of medium height, Hall was 50

broad shouldered he had to turn

sideways when going down the

companionway. Even during his

life, old sails marveled at his

ability to sail largo schooners

single-handed. Why did he sail

alone? According to one account,

he had shot a man out of the

rigging. Oiher seafarers said he

was too ornery to get along with a

. rew. Hall tuld Grant the real

story after returning from a trip to

and Stftuaie,






